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• Materials (the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of 
time and in a particular manner or configuration to form a historic property); 

• Workmanship (the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any 
given period in history or prehistory); 

• Feeling (a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time); 

• Association (the direct link between an important historic event/person and a historic property). 

Integrity is evaluated by weighing all seven of these aspects together and is ultimately a “yes” or “no” 
determination: a resource either retains integrity, or it does not.7 Some aspects of integrity may be 
weighed more heavily than others depending on the type of resource being evaluated and the reason(s) 
for the resource’s significance. Since integrity depends on a resource’s placement within a historic 
context, integrity can be assessed only after it has been concluded that the resource is in fact significant. 

 
2.2. California Register of Historical Resources 

The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is an authoritative guide used to 
identify, inventory, and protect historical resources in California. Established by an act of the State 
Legislature in 1998, the California Register program encourages public recognition and protection of 
significant architectural, historical, archeological, and cultural resources; identifies these resources for 
state and local planning purposes; determines eligibility for state historic preservation grant funding; and 
affords certain protections under CEQA.  

The structure of the California Register program is similar to that of the National Register, though the 
former more heavily emphasizes resources that have contributed specifically to the development of 
California. To be eligible for the California Register, a resource must first be deemed significant under one 
of the following four criteria, which are modeled after the National Register criteria listed above: 

• Criterion 1 (events): associated with events or patterns of events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of 
California or the United States; 

• Criterion 2 (persons): associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or 
national history; 

• Criterion 3 (architecture): embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or 
method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; 

• Criterion 4 (information potential): has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information 
important to the prehistory or history of the local area, state, or the nation. 

Like the National Register, the California Register also requires that resources retain sufficient integrity to 
be eligible for listing. A resource’s integrity is assessed using the same seven aspects of integrity used for 

 
7 Derived from NRB 15, Section VIII: “How to Evaluate the Integrity of a Property.”  
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the National Register. However, since integrity thresholds associated with the California Register are 
generally less rigid than those associated with the National Register, it is possible that a resource may lack 
the integrity required for the National Register but still be eligible for listing in the California Register.8 

Certain properties are automatically listed in the California Register, as follows:9 

• All California properties that are listed in the National Register; 

• All California properties that have formally been determined eligible for listing in the National 
Register (by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP)); 

• All California Historical Landmarks numbered 770 and above; and 

• California Points of Historical Interest which have been reviewed by the State Office of Historic 
Preservation and recommended for listing by the State Historical Resources Commission. 

Resources may be nominated directly to the California Register. State Historic Landmarks #770 and 
forward are also automatically listed in the California Register. There is no prescribed age limit for listing 
in the California Register, although OHP technical assistance guidelines state that resources less than 50 
years old may be considered for listing as long as sufficient time has have passed “to obtain a scholarly 
perspective on the events or individuals associated with the resource.”10 

 

2.3. City of Santa Monica Landmarks and Historic Districts Ordinance 

Historic preservation in Santa Monica is governed by Chapter 9.56 (Landmarks and Historic Districts 
Ordinance) of the Santa Monica Municipal Code. The Ordinance was adopted by the Santa Monica City 
Council on March 24, 1976, and was amended in 1987 and again in 1991.11 Its current version was 
adopted in 2015. Among the primary objectives achieved by the Ordinance was the creation of a local 
designation program for buildings, structures, sites, objects, districts, and landscapes in the City that are 
of historical significance.  

With respect to individually significant properties, the Ordinance distinguishes between two tiers of 
designation: Landmarks and Structures of Merit. Landmarks, outlined in §9.56.100, are considered to 
exhibit “the highest level of individual historical or architectural significance”; Santa Monica’s designated 
landmarks include well-known and highly significant properties like the Rapp Saloon, Santa Monica City 
Hall, and the John Byers Adobe. Structures of Merit, outlined in §9.56.080, possess a degree of individual 

 
8 California Office of Historic Preservation, Technical Assistance Series #6: California Register and National Register: A Comparison 
(Sacramento, CA: California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2001), 2. 
9 California Public Resources Code, Division 5, Chapter 1, Article 2, § 5024.1. 
10 California Office of Historic Preservation, Technical Assistance Series #6: California Register and National Register: A 
Comparison (Sacramento, CA: California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2001), 3.  
11 City of Santa Monica General Plan, “Historic Preservation Element,” prepared by PCR Services Corporation and Historic 
Resources Group (September 2002), 1-2. 
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significance that is more limited in scope.12 Protections against demolition and alterations are 
commensurate with the tier of individual designation assigned to a particular resource. 

Landmarks are sited on Landmark Parcels. §9.56.030 defines a Landmark Parcel as “any portion of real 
property, the location and boundaries as defined and describes by the Landmarks Commission, upon 
which a Landmark is situated, which is determined by the Landmarks Commission as requiring control and 
regulation to preserve, maintain, protect or safeguard the Landmark.”13  

In addition to individual Landmarks and Structures of Merit, the Ordinance establishes statutory criteria 
and procedures for the designation of Historic Districts, defined in §9.56.030 as a “geographic area or 
noncontiguous grouping of thematically related properties” that collectively contribute to the historic 
character of an area within the City. Unlike individual properties, whose designation does not require 
owner consent and is approved by the City’s Landmarks Commission, Historic Districts must win the 
support of a majority of property owners within the district and be approved by the City Council.14 

Per §9.56.100(A) of the Ordinance, a property merits consideration as a Landmark if it satisfies one or 
more of the following six statutory criteria: 
 

(1) It exemplifies, symbolizes, or manifests elements of the cultural, social, economic, political, or 
architectural history of the City 

(2) It has aesthetic or artistic interest or value, or other noteworthy interest or value 

(3) It is identified with historic personages or with important events in local, state, or national history 

(4) It embodies distinguishing architectural characteristics valuable to a study of a period, style, 
method of construction, or the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship, or is a unique or 
rare example of an architectural design, detail, or historical type valuable to such a study 

(5) It is a significant or a representative example of the work or product of a notable builder, 
designer, or architect 

(6) It has a unique location, a singular physical characteristic, or is an established and familiar visual 
feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 

 

2.4. CEQA and Historical Resources 

Enacted in 1970, CEQA is the principal statute mandating environmental assessment of discretionary land 
use and development projects in California. The primary goal of CEQA is to (1) evaluate a project’s 
potential to have an adverse impact on the environment, and (2) minimize these impacts to the greatest 

 
12 City of Santa Monica Planning and Community Development Department, “Historic Preservation in Santa Monica,” accessed 8 
August 2014, http://www.smgov.net/departments/PCD/Programs/Historic-Preservation/. 
13 Santa Monica Municipal Code, Chapter 9.36.030 (Definitions), accessed Jan. 2019. 
14 Ibid. 
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extent feasible through the analysis of project alternatives and, if needed, implementation of mitigation 
measures. 

Historical resources are considered to be a part of the environment and are thereby subject to review 
under CEQA. Section 21084.1 of the California Public Resources Code (PRC) states that for purposes of 
CEQA, “a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource is 
a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.”15 This involves a two-part inquiry. First, 
it must be determined whether the project involves a historical resource. If it does, then the second part 
involves determining whether the project may result in a “substantial adverse change in the significance” 
of the historical resource. 

To address these issues, guidelines relating to historical resources were formally codified in October 1998 
as Section 15064.5 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, Chapter 3. The guidelines state 
that for purposes of CEQA compliance, a “historical resource” shall be defined as any one of the 
following:16 

1. A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for 
listing in, the California Register of Historical Resources. 

2. A resource included in a local register of historical resources, or identified as significant in a 
qualified historical resource survey, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally significant. 
Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence 
demonstrate that it is not historically or culturally significant. 

3. Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency 
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, 
economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California may 
be considered to be a historical resource, provided the lead agency’s determination is supported 
by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. Generally, a resource shall be considered by 
the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources. 

Once it has been determined that a historical resource is present, it must then be determined whether 
the project may result in a “substantial adverse change” to that resource. Section 5020.1. of the PRC 
defines a substantial adverse change as the “demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration such that 
the significance of an historical resource would be impaired.”  Furthermore, according to Title 14 of the 
California Code of Regulations (CCR), the significance of a historical resource is materially impaired when 
a project:  

A. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an 
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or 
eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources; or 

 
15 California Public Resources Code, Section 21084.1. 
16 California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15064.5. 
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B. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that account 
for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of the 
Public Resources Code or its identification in an historical resources survey meeting the 
requirements of section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency 
reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of evidence that the resource 
is not historically or culturally significant; or 

C. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a historical 
resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the 
California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of CEQA. 

In most instances, a project that follows the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings17 shall be considered as mitigated to a level of less than a 
significant impact on the historical resource.18 

  

 
17 Anne E. Grimmer, The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring & Reconstructing Historic Buildings (Revisions to Kay D. Weeks and Anne E. Grimmer, 1995), 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Technical Preservation Services, 2017, 76, accessed 
September 2022, https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf.  
18 California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15064.5. 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf
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found to satisfy the  above criteria as a locally significant example of the work of master architects Marsh, 
Smith and Powell. 

This determination of eligibility applies to both the building and its associated front landscape, which is 
located to the immediate north of the building. 

The period of significance for the resource was identified as 1937-1952. This accounts for the window of 
time during which the building assumed its essential form and appearance. The start date (1937) 
corresponds with the construction of the building by architects Marsh, Smith and Powell; the end date 
(1952) corresponds with the completion of the second-story addition, also by Marsh, Smith and Powell. 
Since the 1952 addition was designed by the original architects and was designed to match the original 
(1937) building volume, the HRI included both phases of development within the period of significance. 

 

Findings map. The location of Building B and its associated landscape are noted in purple and orange, respectively 
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The HRI concluded that Building B retains sufficient integrity for state (California Register) and local (Santa 
Monica) Landmark designation. Specifically, it was found to retain integrity of location, setting, feeling, 
and association; it was also found to retain integrity of design, materials, and workmanship, though these 
latter aspects of integrity have been compromised due to alterations. The HRI further concluded that 
because of alterations, Building B does not retain sufficient integrity for National Register listing, which is 
generally understood to have higher integrity thresholds than those applied by state and local registers. 

The HRI identified the following as character-defining features of Building B: 

Site and Setting 
• Orientation to the north, toward Montana Avenue 
• Formal, monumental massing 

 
Building Exterior 

• Two-story building height 
• Simple, rectilinear building forms 
• Flat roof and parapet 
• Smooth stucco exterior walls 
• Central entrance surmounted by a shallow hood 
• Extensive fenestration comprising groups of tall, narrow window channels 
• Continuous stringcourse delineating the first and second stories 
• Wall-mounted sign that spells “FRANKLIN SCHOOL” in Broadway-style typeface 
• Minimal decorative details and surface ornament 

 
Front Landscape 

• Broad lawn, providing an entrance sequence between the street and building 
• Mature trees and shrubs 
• Central concrete walkway and flagpole 

Concrete planters with buffer plantings near the base of the building 

No interior character-defining features were identified through the HRI since interior spaces and features 
have been modified. 

 

5.3. Ineligible Historical Resources 

The HRI concluded that other improvements on the Project Site – including Buildings A, C, D, E, F, and G; 
the ten portable and modular structures; and other site and landscape features – are ineligible for 
federal, state, and/or local listing since they did not meet designation criteria. These improvements are 
not considered to be “historical resources” as defined by BP 7113 and AR 7113, or for purposes of CEQA. 

In addition, the HRI found that the buildings and other improvements at Franklin Elementary School do 
not constitute a historic district. Its buildings, portable structures, and site and landscape features were 
constructed over an extended period, are designed in different architectural styles, and do not conform 
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to a legible master planning paradigm. Thus, the HRI concluded that when considered together, the 
collection of buildings and other improvements comprising the campus do not satisfy the definition of a 
historic district, which is defined by the NPS as a “significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, 
buildings, or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development.”26 

 
5.4. Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District 

The Project Site is located within the boundaries of the Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic 
District, which was identified in the City of Santa Monica’s Historic Resources Inventory (2018). The 
potential historic district is generally located on both sides of Montana Avenue between 17th Street (west) 
and 23rd Street, and on the south side of Montana Avenue between 23rd Street and Stanford Street (east). 
The potential district consists of 67 properties including 43 district contributors and 14 district non-
contributors. Franklin Elementary School is located within the identified boundaries of the potential 
district but was identified as a district non-contributor because its use as a school does not relate to the 
residential context and significance of the potential district.27  

 

Map of the potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District, identified in the City of Santa Monica’s 2018 HRI 
Update. Note that the Project Site (outlined in red) is a non-contributor to the potential district (City of Santa Monica) 

 
26 National Register Bulletin No. 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (1990, rev. 1995), 5. 
27 City of Santa Monica, “Citywide Historic Resources Inventory Update Survey Report,” Aug. 2018, 63-65. 
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6. Impacts Analysis 

6.1. Summary of Historical Resource Findings 

In summary, one building on the Project Site – Building B – was identified as eligible for listing in the 
California Register and for local listing as a City of Santa Monica Landmark, and is a “historical resource” 
for the purposes of CEQA. The extent of the historical resource includes the building and the landscape 
that is located in its front (north) setback There are no other historical resources on the Project Site. 

Moreover, the Project Site falls within the boundaries of the Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential 
Historic District, which was identified in the City of Santa Monica’s Historic Resources Inventory (2018). 
The potential district has not been formally designated. The Project Site falls within the identified 
boundaries of the potential district but was identified as a non-contributor to the potential district.  

 

6.2. Significance Threshold 

The CEQA Guidelines state that a project has the potential to impact a historical resource when the 
project causes a “substantial adverse change” to the significance of the resource. Substantial adverse 
change is the “physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate 
surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.” 28  

The significance of a historical resource is materially impaired when a project:  

a) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a historical 
resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, the 
California Register of Historical Resources; or 

b) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that account 
for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to Section 5020.1(k) of the 
Public Resources Code or its identification in an historical resources survey meeting the 
requirements of Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency 
reviewing the effects of the project by a preponderance of evidence that the resource is not 
historically or culturally significant; or 

c) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a historical 
resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the 
California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for the purposes of 
CEQA.29 

 
28 CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5. 
29 Ibid. 
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6.3. Project Description 

The Project proposes various improvements at Franklin Elementary School to meet the goals of the 
District’s Educational Specifications. Specifically, it would entail the demolition of one permanent building 
(Building F) and all ten portable and modular structures; construction of three new buildings; and 
renovation of two buildings and outdoor areas on the main campus and the adjacent satellite campus. 
The campus building area would be increased by approximately 24,685 square feet (from 67,581 square 
feet to 92,266 square feet), with increased classrooms and storage and the creation of flexible teaming 
spaces. The redesigned campus would support new developments in technology and new modalities of 
teaching, which focus less on the traditional teacher-at-the-front-of-the-classroom approach and more 
on rotational learning within the classroom, incorporating various project-based learning experiences that 
allow for individualized, small group, and large group instruction to occur simultaneously. Consistent with 
the Educational Specifications, the redesigned campus would feature larger classrooms, new and larger 
multi-purpose rooms, new shared spaces which do not currently exist, and improved outdoor spaces. 

The Project would be implemented in five phases between 2023 and 2032. The District is proceeding with 
design and engineering of the first phase of the Project, which is funded by a 2018 general obligation 
bond known as Measure SMS; subsequent phases would be completed at later dates and at the District’s 
discretion as funding becomes available. Each phase is described below. 

 
Phase 1 

Phase 1 would involve the removal of six existing portable structures and the construction of a new one-
story Maker Space building and outdoor Maker Yard, Maker Patio, and presentation platform in the place 
of the removed portable structures, which are located to the rear (south) of the existing collection of 
permanent campus buildings. The Maker-Space building would provide two Maker “studios” that would 
be designed to provide flexible uses for science laboratory, art studio, and other creative and 
collaborative project work. The Maker-Space building would be one story tall and would contain roughly 
4,100 square feet, and would be L-shaped in plan and oriented at an angle. There would also be roughly 
3,300 square feet of outdoor instructional space supporting the new Maker Space building, divided 
between a large Maker Yard, a smaller outdoor collaboration patio (the Maker Patio), and a presentation 
platform. The shape and orientation of the new building would allow it to offer a greater number and 
variety of outdoor instructional spaces than required and anticipated by the Educational Specifications. 

Phase 1 would also include playfield improvements at the southeast corner of the campus. These 
improvements would consist of modifying and resurfacing the existing field to include a walking surface 
around the field, and reconfiguring the space to accommodate three full basketball courts (there are 
currently two full and two half basketball courts). The playfield may be resurfaced with synthetic turf that 
utilizes a composite, sustainable fill material such as cork, and would be designed to allow adequate 
drainage flow. Other improvements completed during Phase 1 would include the addition of a fire truck 
turn lane near the existing parking lot at the southwest corner of the site; installation of a firewater line 
to reach the central campus; and installation of replacement fencing near the new Maker Space area.  

 



 
 

Franklin Elementary School, Santa Monica, CA | Historical Resources Technical Report     October 6, 2022 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP                                                                                                                                                                27 

Phase 2 

Phase 2 would involve the partial demolition of the existing Building F and removal of a portable shade 
structure located along the northeastern boundary of the campus, and construction of a new 
replacement classroom building. The new classroom building would be two stories tall and would have an 
L-shaped plan. It would have larger-sized classrooms including six regular classrooms, two special 
education classrooms, one kindergarten and one transitional-kindergarten (TK) classroom with dedicated 
restrooms, and custodial space. Phase 2 would involve the demolition of two classrooms and one 
restroom on the southern portion of Building F, and construction of the southern portion of the new two-
story classroom building. The northern portion of Building F would remain in use during Phase 2. 

 
Phase 3 

Phase 3 would involve demolition of the remaining (north) portion of Building F (which houses five 
classrooms and two restrooms), and construction of the remaining portion of the new two-story 
replacement building. The footprint of the new building would be larger than the existing building; the 
new building would extend further south into the location of the former handball court, and the eastern 
extent would include the current outdoor patio area of the existing building. The eastern extent of the 
new two-story building would be located approximately 15 feet from the adjacent alley (24th Place). 

 
Phase 4 

Phase 4 would involve renovations to two existing school buildings. Building B would undergo interior 
renovations on the first floor to upgrade administrative and teacher support spaces and restrooms. At the 
satellite campus, Building G would also be remodeled to de-partition the TK classrooms, which would 
convert the existing three classrooms to two new classrooms, and would make minor upgrades to the 
outdoor TK facility, including refreshment of the asphalt play surface and installation of shading. 

 
Phase 5 

Phase 5 would involve demolition of the remaining modular structures, portable structures and shade 
structures located at the west end of the Project Site; removal of two tetherball courts and one 
hopscotch court, also at the west end of the Project Site; and construction of a new cafeteria and culinary 
arts building in the place of the demolished structures and courts. The new building would incorporate an 
outdoor dining area with a new kitchen garden.  
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6.4. Project Impacts Analysis 

This section includes an analysis of the Project on historical resources, including an analysis of direct 
impacts to historical resources  (Building B, and the Montana Avenue Multi-Family Historic District) and 
an analysis of indirect impacts to historical resources adjacent to the Project Site. 

 
Direct Impacts 

Building B 

As discussed, the HRI for Franklin Elementary School (ARG, 2022) identified one potential historical 
resource on the Project Site: Building B (including the building as well as its associated front landscape), 
which was found to be individually eligible for listing in the California Register and for local (City of Santa 
Monica) designation. Building B is a historical resource for purposes of CEQA. The HRI further found that 
other buildings or improvements on the Project Site are ineligible for listing and are not historical 
resources for purposes of CEQA. Building B is therefore the sole historical resource on the Project Site. 

Also as discussed, a project has the potential to impact a historical resource if the project would result in 
a “substantial adverse change” to the significance of a historical resource. Substantial adverse change is 
the demolition or material alteration in an adverse manner of those physical characteristics of a historical 
resource that convey its significance and justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, the California Register. 

The Project would not result in the demolition of historical resources. Demolition activity would be 
limited to Building F, portable and modular structures, and recreational spaces at the rear (south) of the 
campus, none of which are historical resources. Building B and its associated front (north) landscape 
would not be demolished during any phase of the Project, but would rather remain intact and in situ. 

The Project would result in some alterations to Building B, a historical resource. Specifically, during Phase 
4 the building’s ground floor interior spaces would be renovated to accommodate upgraded 
administrative and teacher support spaces and restrooms, which would entail the reconfiguration of 
interior spaces and the installation of new materials and finishes. However, the scope of renovation work 
would be limited to interior spaces, which have been extensively modified over time and are not 
considered to be character-defining features. The renovation would not result in any visible changes to 
the exterior of the building, nor would it require the removal or alteration of any character-defining 
features (all of which are confined to the exterior of the building). Similarly, none of the above-described 
phases of work would require alterations to the character-defining front lawn associated with Building B.   

New construction associated with the Project would include a new Maker Space building and outdoor 
spaces during Phase 1, a new classroom building during Phases 2 and 3, and a new cafeteria and culinary 
education building during Phase 5. None of these new construction activities would result in the 
demolition or alteration of Building B, nor would they compromise important views or spatial 
relationships that characterize the historical resource. Specifically, the new Maker Space building would 
be physically removed from Building B. Buildings D and E would also remain intact and in their present 
locations, and would continue to forge a physical buffer between Building B and the southern half of the 
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Project Site, which is where the new Maker Space Building would be located. Similarly, the new 
cafeteria/culinary arts building would be located at a considerable distance from Building B, along the 
western perimeter of the campus. Construction of this building would not require the demolition or, or 
alterations to, Building B. 

The new classroom building planned for Phases 2 and 3 of the Project would be two stories, which is 
taller than the existing building (Building F) that it would replace, which is one story. However, the new 
classroom building would not detract from, or compromise the significance of Building B. Because 
Building B is already two stories, there is precedent for two-story buildings on the Project Site, so the 
construction of a new two-story classroom building would not significantly deviate from the context and 
environs of the historical resource. Also, since the new classroom building would be located on the 
eastern perimeter of the Project Site, its visibility would be somewhat limited from key public vantage 
points, which are generally confined to the north end of the campus along Montana Avenue. The new 
classroom building would be visible from Montana Avenue, but because of its setback and location along 
the eastern perimeter of campus it would not detract from the preeminence of Building B, which 
currently reads (and would continue to read) as the focal point of the Franklin Elementary School campus. 
The new building would also be a separate structure and would not be physically attached to Building B. 

Building B would retain all of its character-defining features at Project completion. These include: 

• Orientation to the north, toward Montana Avenue 
• Formal, monumental massing 
• Two-story building height 
• Simple, rectilinear building forms 
• Flat roof and parapet 
• Smooth stucco exterior walls 
• Central entrance surmounted by a shallow hood 
• Extensive fenestration comprising groups of tall, narrow window channels 
• Continuous stringcourse delineating the first and second stories 
• Wall-mounted sign that spells “FRANKLIN SCHOOL” in Broadway-style typeface 
• Minimal decorative details and surface ornament 
• Broad lawn, providing an entrance sequence between the street and building 
• Mature trees and shrubs (in lawn) 
• Central concrete walkway and flagpole (in lawn) 
• Concrete planters with buffer plantings near the base of the building (in lawn) 

 

For these reasons, ARG finds that the Project would not result in direct impacts to Building B, a historical 
resource . 

 
Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District 

The Project would not have a direct impact on the potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential 
Historic District, which was identified in the City of Santa Monica HRI (2018). The potential district 



 
 

Franklin Elementary School, Santa Monica, CA | Historical Resources Technical Report     October 6, 2022 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP                                                                                                                                                                30 

consists primarily of common multi-family residential property types including courtyard apartments, 
bungalow courts, and apartment houses. District contributors were constructed within the identified 
period of significance (1938-1970) and are generally designed in the Minimal Traditional, Mid-Century 
Modern, and Ranch styles. Most are between one and three stories tall and have rectangular, L-shaped, 
or U-shaped plans that are oriented toward landscaped courtyards.30 

The potential district was found to be eligible for local designation under Landmark Criteria 1, 3, and 4, 
for conveying patterns of multi-family residential development associated with Santa Monica’s population 
growth immediately before and after World War II; and as an intact concentration of multi-family 
property types that were intended to respond to the context and climate of Santa Monica at the time.31 

Although Franklin Elementary School falls within the boundaries of the potential district, it was identified 
as a non-contributor to the potential district because it does not relate to the contexts or themes 
associated with the potential district’s significance. It reads as an outlier in an area composed almost 
entirely of residential uses, and would continue to read as such upon completion of the Project. The 
contextual relationship between the Project Site and the nearby neighborhood would remain unchanged. 

New construction associated with the Project would be different in visual character than what is presently 
on site; specifically, the new classroom building would incorporate massing, proportions, materials, and 
finishes that clearly read as contemporary. However, because the Project Site is already programmatically 
and historically unrelated to the otherwise residential historic district, new construction would not 
interrupt the continuity of the potential district, as that continuity does not currently exist where the 
school is located in relation to the rest of the potential district. At two stories tall, the new classroom 
building would be compatible with the prevailing height and scale of the buildings comprising the 
potential district, which vary between one and three stories tall. 

For these reasons, ARG finds that the Project would not result in direct impacts to the potential Montana 
Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District. 

 

Indirect Impacts 

The Project would not result in indirect impacts to historical resources since there are no historical 
resources located adjacent to the Project Site.32 
 

 

 

 
30 City of Santa Monica, “Citywide Historic Resources Inventory Update Survey Report,” Aug. 2018, 63-65. 
31 Ibid, 
32 For purposes of this analysis, “adjacent” refers to designated and potential historical resources that are located directly next 
to, or in direct view of, the Project Site. The potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District is addressed 
above in the context of direct impacts since the Project Site is located within the boundaries of the potential district.  



 
 

Franklin Elementary School, Santa Monica, CA | Historical Resources Technical Report     October 6, 2022 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP                                                                                                                                                                31 

6.5. Summary of Continued Eligibility 

Building B 

Currently, Building B is individually eligible for listing in the California Register and for local (Santa Monica) 
Landmark designation. Specifically, the resource is eligible under CR Criterion 1/local Landmark Criterion 
1 for conveying important patterns of history related to Santa Monica’s civic and institutional 
development in the Depression era, and CR Criterion 3/local Landmark Criteria 4 and 5 as a good example 
of PWA Moderne architecture and as a singularly significant work of architects Marsh, Smith and Powell.  

As discussed above, the Project is largely limited to buildings and other features associated with the 
Franklin Elementary School campus that are not historical resources; elements of the Project that involve 
Building B, which is a historical resource, are limited. They include renovations to some interior spaces to 
Building B during Phase 3, and construction of a new two-story classroom building to the immediate east 
of Building B during Phases 2 and 3. However, as discussed above these components of the Project would 
not result in the demolition or alteration of Building B such that its eligibility would be compromised. No 
interior features or spaces are character-defining, and the new classroom building, while highly visible, 
would not impede the important spatial relationship that exists between Building B and Montana Avenue. 

Also as discussed above, the Project would not affect the integrity of Building B. It would continue to 
retain integrity of Location, Setting, Feeling, and Association, and would continue to retain integrity of 
Design, Materials, and Workmanship in a compromised manner. The building will continue to retain all of 
its character-defining features and will continue to convey its associative and architectural significance. 

Building B will neither be demolished nor materially impaired, and it will continue to be individually 
eligible for listing in the California Register and for local Landmark designation at Project completion. 

 
Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District 

Currently, the potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District is eligible for local 
(Santa Monica) Landmark designation. Specifically, the potential district is eligible under local Landmark 
Criteria 1, 3, and 4, for conveying important patterns of history related to Santa Monica’s residential 
development in the mid-twentieth century. 

As discussed above, the Project Site is a non-contributor to the potential district because it does not 
meaningfully relate to the context or significance of the potential district. The Project is limited to the 
physical boundaries of Franklin Elementary School, which is currently a non-contributor to the potential 
district and would continue to be a non-contributor at Project completion. The extent of the Project is 
limited to the boundaries of Franklin Elementary School and would not result in the demolition of 
alteration of other properties within the potential district. The scale of the Project is consistent with that 
of other contributing properties within the potential district, many of which are between two and three 
stories tall, and as such it would not result in significant changes to the setting of the potential district. 

The potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family Residential Historic District will continue to be eligible for 
local Landmark designation at Project completion. 
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7. Conclusion 

The HRI for the Franklin Elementary School campus that was prepared in 2022 identified one historical 
resource: Building B, which was found to be individually eligible for listing in the California Register and as 
a local (City of Santa Monica) Landmark. Building B meets the definition of a “historical resource” for 
purposes of CEQA, and is the sole historical resource located on the Project Site.  

The Project Site is also located within the boundaries of the potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family 
Residential Historic District. The potential district was identified in the City of Santa Monica HRI (2018) as 
eligible for local Landmark designation. The Project Site (Franklin Elementary School) was identified as a 
non-contributor to the potential district in the City’s HRI. 

The Project would not result in a direct impact on historical resources. The Project would not result in the 
demolition or materially impairment of the significance of Building B. It will therefore not cause a 
substantial adverse change to the significance of the historical resource. Building B will retain all of its 
character-defining features and will continue to retain sufficient integrity to convey its historical 
significance. Building B will thus continue to be individually eligible for listing in the California Register and 
for local designation as a City of Santa Monica Landmark at Project completion.  

In addition, the Project would not have a direct impact on the potential Montana Avenue Multi-Family 
Residential Historic District. The Project Site (Franklin Elementary School) is a non-contributor to the 
potential district and would continue to be such upon Project completion. The district will continue to be 
eligible for local designation as a City of Santa Monica Landmark at Project completion. 

The Project would not have indirect impacts on historical resources as there are no historical resources 
located adjacent to the Project Site. 

For the above-stated reasons, ARG concludes that the Project will not result in impacts to historical 
resources. 
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